CHAP. VTT.                BIGHTS OF KINDBED                        245
Maharaja, the head of their clan and the ruler of their State. They write thus (1821 A.D.) to Colonel Tod: "The Maharaja and ourselves are of one stock, all Rathores. His forefathers have reigned for generations, our forefathers were their ministers and advisers, and whatever was performed was by the collective wisdom of the council of our Chiefs. Whenever Marwar (the Jodhpoor country) was concerned, there our fathers were to be found, and with their lives preserved the land. . , . When our services are acceptable, then he is our lord; when not, we arc again his brothers and kindred) claimants, and laying claim to the land" Again, we find the kinsmen in Oodipoor of the chief of Deogurh (called by Tod sub-vassals), himself a branch from the main stock of the Chief of the Sesodia clan, who rules Oodipoor, thus remonstrating against the head of their family: "When Deogurh was established, at the same time were our allotments; as is his patrimony, so is ours," These protests take their stand on rights far beyond the feudal conception ; and indeed it is universally assumed in every clan of Eajputiina, that the Chief and ruler of the State is only primus inter pares.
It is of course easy, for those who write after reading the <c History of Early Institutions," to prove that a society of this nature is by origin primitive and pre-feudalic. Sir Henry Maine's remarkable power of insight into the real meaning and connections of archaic customs so alien to modern ideas as to be ordinarily incomprehensible, and his luminous generalisations upon the materials found scattered over these obscure fields of research, have greatly influenced local enquiries in India. He surveys and